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Dear Si¥i- 
Referring to your reqiest for some inform-tion from me relative 
to the project of building a redlway fron Seint Andrews Ray, Miowrida, to 
Detnan, Alahasa, and fron Apalachicola; Florida, to a junction with such 
& line, in the vitinity of Saint Andrews Ray. During the past sixteen 
vears I have passed through the country which such a dine would traverse 
fron two to four tines each vear, and on two oceasions have bean ann 
companied by two able civil engineers thoroughly familiar with losatiing 
lines, from two prominent railways; and having had a home at Saint 
Andrews since 1885, and having made a study of the railway problem for 
that country from the stand point of a long experience in railway 
work, feel that I am thoroughly conversant with the sountry, its 
resources, and the cost of constructing 4 railway through it. 
Np to within the past five vears the whole region between the 
Choctawhatches and Apalachicola vivers, «nd the. &N. RR R. *%9 the - 
north, and the Gulf to the south, has «s far as treffic, or development ) 
| of it: vast resouresa is concerned been @ sealed hook. Thovgeh covered 
with a continuous forest of long leaf vellow pine, with vast hodies of 
cypress Along the streams, yet it was not until about that date that 
northern lumbermen hegan to investigate that territory, «nd then purchase 
the lands. Following such purchases, or beginning with them, the Naval 
Store@ man of North Caroline, and Georgia, pushing farther southward 
with the lumbermen, bezen te operate in favorable Llonalities in that 


section; a husiness which has now reached laree proportions, ani ia 


erowing rapidly. 
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Waile on the sandy ridges the pine is low and runs very Light, 


in the falt woods, and on the clay ridges it is tall, and of good 
quality. i have had woofsmen estimate various tracts along the route 
from Saint Andrews nay to the lL. & N. Re Rey and such estimates heave 
shown f0m 1.500 to 4.000 feat per acre. I should judge that a very 





conservative. eatimate would be 2.000 fest per acre, and this hased on 
the vary wasteful metheds still emploved by southern lumbermen in suttipes 
timber, they not using anything undar 44 inches at the top. Along tne 
streams i8 4& laree amount of cypress, which 1 heave not had estimated, 
but it 4s of good yiaility, and would “un much heavier than the pine. 
In addition to this on the aaly widges and high hammoek Lands there 41s 
quite a srewth of oak and hickory. | 
The majovity of the land in this territory has now heen gAgnred 
by larze lumber sompanies and the Naval Stores men. The dumber earn 
| panies are waiting @ railway to develop their properties, while the 
Naval Stoves men BAVe Already begun t9 operate there, hauling in many 
instanees the products of their stills, from ten to fifteen milan, to 
the railroad to the north, or to tide water to the south. One man in 
this business tells me he has fifteen camps now in operation which would 
ne tributary to this projected line. The srowth of this timber is very 
vapid, the U. S. timber specialist in His report of two years age sta- 
ting that the annual growth equals five per cent, or that a trea would 
Govb3e in 20 years. With sech favorable conditions as to growth it 4s 
difficult to estimate waren the present suppiy would he exhausted. There 
are now large flocks of sheep and hers of cattle grazing in that 
section, and steck men are now looking the ground over and meking 


deals +o seoure Large ranches to still further increase their holdings — 
of 600k. 





a CHICAGO HEIGHTS TERMINAL TRANSFER R. R. Co. 
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT. 


G. M. WEST, 
SUPERINTENDENT. 


43 CHICAGO HEIGHTs, Inn, SSS ———ss—CsC<sC(<—C HT F2}7ZFF/W">__ 
As there is no north and south line of railway between Pensacoha 


bay, and the line from Tallahassee and Carahelle, a section of country 

from 25 to 70 miles in width,and 160 miles in length, there would be no 

competition for this projected line fo» such distance on either side of 
, it as it would naturally draw from, that 18 15 to 25 miles. This 
Gistence could bse still farther added too by the ouiiding of short 
cheaply constructed spurs to such points as the upbuilding of Lowel 
business might warrant, such as mills, turpentine camps &e. And such 
spurs vould add materially to the business of the main line, «nd through 
such masns all the timber which the lumbermen now own could he railroaddd 
to the mills on the Ray. 

While the most of the country traversed by this proposed line 
is covered with a pine for-st, there 15 probably one third of it, o” 
possibly more, that is suitable for agricultural purposes, and when 
Opened up by & vallroad will be settled up. It 15 partiqulexly adapted 
to fruit raising, such as peaches, pears, Plums and grapes, and alao 
early yesetables, melons &¢. ‘ipod corn is raised there also, and 
upl«nd rice, long staple cotton, cassava and sugar cane 41] giela 
fair OPODB. With the additéon of stock raising there, which would fuxm 
nich added fertilize’, such portions of the country when openad up by 
& railway, would furnish a laree and inereasing traffic. There is also 
an opportunity to utilize the power of one of the streams, and as the we 
water i8 very purée and soft, and of sufficient quantity, and the river 
valley furnishing large quantities of ~aw material, it is an ideal 
place for apulp plant. 
Saint Andrews Bay itself presenta the finest natural herhor on 


the entire Calf soast, Lieut Commander Shappard, a retired Navy Officer, 





x 
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who resiflies at saint Andrews, has given this matter particular attention, 


calling the attention of the Navy Officials to its importance a8 & prospec- 
tive Navy Yard, and « safe «nd sommodions harbor for the fleet; « depth 
of from 35 to 40 feat of water, and safe anchorage being ohtaineahde at 

& tritling expense as comp«red vith what has been expended even on Pansa~- 
cola haxrbore it 48 such 4 h«rhber as no other place on the entixe Gubt 
Coast presents, «na the only one where such possibilities exist. As 

@ 80a Bile resort both in summer and winter, it 4s unsurpassed, and when 
reached hy 4 railway, its high shores will quickly he dotted with the 
winter residences of many «4 A ag ee seeker, and the summer homes 
of these who wish to esaape the heat of the interior, and enjoy the 
finest surf bathing in tae world, With ae chance to reach this hay in a 
few hours, both regular and excursion business to 4¢t would be leatge and 
profitable. 

St Jospeh hay, between Saint “ndrews and -palachiaela, would 
be “orth attention, «8 it will always do more or leas business, and aan 
easily he reached by the line from Apalechisola. At presant there is 
nothing whatever there. Apalachitola is 4 plane of four to five thovs- 
and inhabitants: a very larce business in the manufacturing of cypress, 
and # lave miscellaneous business, fish, oysters &c. There are now two 
boat lines temainating there on the Apadachinala rier, and one Lane 
from Pensacola. A railroed would arg it has always done elsewhere take 
this river trade from the boat lines, and would build up « much Jarger 
place of Apalachinola. Wewahitehka apoint of the river some 50 miles 
north of Apalachicola would «lao he hroukht in to eonnection with the ragd, 


and furnish from ite rich Carming fecilities, «nd other traffic, quite 


a business. 
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Relative to the land srant which you heave offered vou to pro- 
mote the building of the road. Thexye is an abundance of st«te and 
U. S Lands in Florida to day that eold be selected, which would he 
worth much more than 4 dollar an ecre; probably land might be chesen 
that would average from 4 to 4 dollers per acre, The building of thea 
70 to 80 miles in West Florida, o- pe*haps mora, if the Line ware built 
to Apalachicola, would give lend enough to build two such roads through 
that comtry, as the soil is all sandy, no rocks, and the contor of the 
country such that 4 line can be sonstrunted there very cheaply. No 
rivers would be crossed, and no heavy emading be dona. 

from My Long connection with railway building, and @ complete 
knowledge of the territory through which this line is projected, I am 
positives I sould construct a road there for the following figures per 
mile, possibly a little less. 


Gyeading, grubbing, and culverts per mile, 24600 
Steal rails, 65 # pattern, 108 tons per "nile, atss0 3.060 
29 Kees spike per mile at 4,50 per Kar, 480.50 
7H4 angles hars per mile at 50 ets per pair, Sister 
6 i-2 kegs bolts par wile, atS6o per kee, SB. 
1408 nut locks per mis at Be 
2500 cross ties per mile at 25 ets sach, 650, 
Propo~tion per Bile for froes, swithe atands, DARA Ss AZ 
Laving track per iMfhe, 3 ADO, 60. 
Rallastines per mile, sand, 100. 
Use engine per day, work train, BG. 
Proportion per mile for stations, . Abe 

" wathe tanks, 50. 
‘Superintendence and use tools per mile, 10 % on labor, ° 50 


If 60 # steel were used in plese of 65 # it would lessen the 
cost per mile 5240, or 4t would then be 7.125.000 per mile. These figures 
do not inoluds any oridge work, but i know of nothing on the dines thet 
would reyuivre «a bridge. Nor does it include any extensive trestling, nor 


there is none that I know of on the lines I have been over. It 1968 nat 


_ — 
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include any dock «t Saint Andrews, but = would fave « very inexpensive 


deck thers to begin with, costing not over ten thovsand dollars. - 
point on the bay can be seletted which has desap water o10 @ to the shore. 
and nih work of palmetto logs can be cheaply put down to make such a 
dock as will ansvser all immediate purposes. Culvert tihber ¢an he 3a- 
cured «t the aid4s5 on the bay, ot « low figure, from 10 to 4% dollars 
per thoisand, but 4% “ouli be profitable to own & 8madl portable mild, 
and out ties and timber along the right of way on the ompanys own Janis, 
The above figures are conservative, end I have dene this work hers in 
this rolling ocley country for that sum, «nd Know that if can ba done 
thera for the ssount named or less. 

I submit an estimate for the ~olling stock which I would think 
requisits to begin the road and operate it on «a smal seale. That is 
on such 4 86016 a8 “ould pay intersst on the investmant, and scare for 
® sinking fund, «8 wall as paying 60 pe» cent for operating. These figures 
are these of partiss willing to furnish the equipment named for, and I 
have heen buving at such fign~as here adnring the past vear. 

2 engines «t 3.5009 each, #904 second Keand voad angines,7. 000 


1 coach and 1 combination car, rebuilt , sco@ condition, 
reapsinted and delivered at shops here, An 500 aach, 6000 


6 box cars Geliverad in St Louis at 7200.00 each, 4.200 
24 flats deliverad in St Luts, «t 180.00 gach 4,606 
Hari cars, 250. 


One huainess cas, 186 engziness party in field, and offine sar, 
al3o fox inapectéon purposes &ce, used for extra passencer equipment also 
could be well added at a cost of about 8.500. If it were thonght hest 
not to buy ecouipmant it could be leased, but that is always a very 
expensive way to handle equipment. When the road hezan to do business 


with connecting lines, the larzest portion of the demand for equipment bh 
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would be scared for by connecting lines. If business warranted the pure 
chess of additional flats for logs &e., they sonld ba added at any tine 
ag they sve @ olase of equipment that can be had «second handed at almost 
any tine. Al} this equipment ia econd hend, but in good condition and 

; serviceable for Kenvy years vet. 

Withn the rapid development of this country; the increasing 
mail service which would be seaursd by the road at a good figure, vith 
2908 contracts with Lumber and vaval Stores Comoanies which coutd now be 
nadé@ to Ove thei» preducts; woth the heavy fish, oyster, and express 
ousiness, which is now larze and would inexease; and the heavy tovrist 
and peloutuasian trayel; this road woul’ most assuredly pay running 
expen:es, which Inhave estaimated at 60 par cent, «nd interest on an 
indehteiness of at least ten thousand dollars per mile, from the ¢om- 
phetion of tne lines from Ssint Andrews, to « connection with the lL. & M. 
Re Re ive years age it would not have done fo, but conditions have 
change there, «nd are changing sapidly, and from now on there is no 
guestion in By mind from & xailway stend point but that the road would 
be profitable. in the future, with the connection proposed with the 
Seubourd Air bine, The Atlantic Coast Line, The lL. & N, System, The 
Pent Sve%8%, this line presents the only logical short line fo end from 
the territory east of the Allechanies to and from the Gulf, and the 
prospective Isthmus travel, and the port of Saint Andrews offers in this 
respect the most promising point for developing this trade. 1% 1% “Aso 
the more natural outlet far the territo~y batwan Chicago and the Ault, 
end the an:rance to ite harbor wild be more aesidy maintained than is 
that of Pensacola, There 18 now a steamer and many other vesses4 plying 


bet ean Pensacola nd Mobile and Saint Andrews nay to supply the demands 


=~ 
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of the Saint Andrews nay country, e141 of which the road would get, and 

the Pensasol» fishery trade wraich now has to go right pest Ssint Andrews 
1230 miles te the westward to seach « havhor and shipping peint at Pensacbla 
would with a railway running in to Saint Andrews, #11 be shipped from 

there, and the less «nd d@ley in getting from the banks to Pensacede he 


svoided, 


If there be any points in connection with this subject which I 
heve overlooked I shall be pleased to go over them with vou, or any 
on® 9184 interested in the project, at any ime, as my long connection, 
and residnee in that sountry, with my Knowledge of practical railway 
work in #11 its branches snahles m9 to he able to fully enlighten any 
one As to Any point that might come up in connection with auch «a 


project. 


Very truly yours. 








